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As major engines for economic growth, cities can drive the circular economy agenda forward to unlock economic, environmental, and social benefits. Alongside Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and climate objectives, the transition to a circular economy will support city leaders as they deliver against their priorities, which include housing, mobility, and economic development.


The Circular Economy in Cities is a suite of resources for urban policymakers and change-makers.

Circular EconomyCircular EconomyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature. in Cities focuses on opportunities in three key urban systems - buildings, mobility, and products - and looks at how city governments can work to enable a circular economy transition. The project addresses questions such as:

	Vision: What will the implementation of circular economy principles in cities look like?


	Factsheets: What benefits can a circular economy transition in key urban systems bring to cities?


	Policy levers: What can urban policymakers do to accelerate this transition?


	Case studies: What examples are there of urban policymakers already putting this into action?
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Circular Economy in Cities Resource Suite
A suite of resources for urban policymakers and change-makers.
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A vision for a circular economy in cities
What will the implementation of circular economy principles in cities look like?
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Circular economy in cities: Policy levers
What can urban policymakers do to accelerate this transition?
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Circular economy in cities: Opportunity & benefit factsheets
What benefits can a circular economy transition in key urban systems bring to cities?  
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Circular Economy in Cities: Project Guide
Circular Economy in Cities focuses on opportunities in three key urban systems - buildings,...



Networks and resources
Resources, tools, and initiatives from our partners and other organisations in the field.
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Circle Economy
 Circle Economy’s Cities Programme accelerates the transition towards circular cities throughout...
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C40 cities
C40 Cities connects 96 of the world’s greatest cities to take bold climate action, leading the way...
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ACR+
ACR+ is an international network of cities and regions sharing expertise and knowledge about...
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Circular Economy Club
The Circular Economy Club (CEC) is the global network of over 3,500 individual members and...
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Eurocities
Facilitates sharing of knowledge among cities on circular economy best practises and case studies.
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European Investment Bank (EIB)
EIB is committed to support the transition to a circular economy, which is high on the EU policy...
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European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform
Highlighting and promoting cross-sector opportunities for accelerating the transition to a circular...
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EU Urban Agenda Partnership on Circular Economy
To strengthen the recognition of the urban dimension by European and national policy actors.
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Fab City Global Initiative
Enabling cities to shift away from the industrial paradigm of Product-in Trash-out
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ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
ICLEI is the leading global network of 1,700+ cities, towns and regions committed to building a...
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International Resource Panel
The International Resource Panel (IRP) is a global science-policy platform focused on the use of...
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Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
The OECD provides a forum in which governments can work together to share experiences and seek...
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United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment / UNEP)
Leading global environmental authority. Promoting sustainable consumption & production solutions...



You may also like
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Building lighthouses
How circular economy can transform our approach to buildings.
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Cities in the circular economy: An initial exploration
This paper outlines some of the challenges cities are facing in today’s linear economy, explores...
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Making a city circular
Pioneering behaviour change towards procurement for circular economy in Malmö
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Circular public procurement
Circular public procurement is a powerful tool that city governments can use to shape the...
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News and updates from
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
Click to subscribe

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
Charity Registration No.: 1130306
OSCR Registration No.: SC043120
Company No.: 6897785
Ellen MacArthur Foundation ANBI RSIN nummer: 8257 45 925
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