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Intelligent assets: Unlocking the circular economy potential



With up to 50 billion connected devices predicted by 2020, a pervasive digital transformation is reshaping the economy. Will this ‘fourth industrial revolution’ lead to an acceleration  of the extractive, ‘linear’ economy of today, or will it enable the transition towards a society in which value creation is increasingly decoupled from finite resource consumption?


The report, Intelligent Assets: Unlocking the circular economy potential, finds that pairing circular economycircular economyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature. principles with the information generated by intelligent devices creates a fertile ground for innovation that could enable this decoupling, and lead to broad social benefits. The report was produced by the World Economic Forum and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation as part of Project MainStream, a global, multi-industry initiative that aims to accelerate business-driven innovations to help scale the circular economy.
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To quote this study, please use the following reference: World Economic Forum and Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Intelligent assets: Unlocking the circular economy potential (2016).
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Achieving 'growth within'
A new report by SYSTEMIQ, in collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and sponsored by...
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Artificial intelligence and the circular economy
This paper provides an initial exploration of the intersection between two emerging megatrends:...
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Cities in the circular economy: An initial exploration
This paper outlines some of the challenges cities are facing in today’s linear economy, explores...
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Cities and circular economy for food
This report explores the benefits of the transition to a regenerative food system.
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News and updates from
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
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The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
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