Circular economy
Our work
About us 

En















Completing the picture: How the circular economy tackles climate change



Other available languages
españolportuguês

	Climate



Other available languages


Completing the Picture: How the Circular Economy Tackles Climate Change reveals the need for a fundamental shift in the global approach to cutting emissions.


Released in collaboration with Material Economics, the paper sets out that while moving to renewables can address 55% of global GHG emissions, to achieve UN climate goals it is imperative to tackle the remaining 45%.

Concentrating on five key areas (cement, plastics, steel, aluminium, and food) Completing the Picture: How the Circular Economy Tackles Climate Change illustrates how designing out waste, keeping materials in use, and regenerating farmland can reduce these emissions by 9.3 billion tonnes. That is equivalent to eliminating current emissions from all forms of transport globally.

The paper demonstrates how businesses, financial institutions, and policymakers can build a thriving and resilient economy while playing an essential role in reaching climate targets.




Download

The executive summary of Completing the picture: How the circular economycircular economyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature. tackles climate change is available in: English, Français

The full paper including executive summary is available in English, Español, Português, 中文 




To quote this study, please use the following reference: Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Completing the picture: How the circular economy tackles climate change (2019).
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Completing the Picture: Executive summary
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Completing the Picture: Press release
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Climate and the circular economy
This topic area looks at how fixing the economy can help fix climate change.
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Climate - Latest content
Latest content on climate in circular economy
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Completing the Picture: Designing a food system that’s positive for nature and our climate
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COP27: Key takeaways
Tackling the climate crisis needs more than clean energy: we need circular economy solutions
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Biodiversity and the circular economy
This topic area examines how the circular economy can help shape a nature-positive future.
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News and updates from
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
Click to subscribe

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
Charity Registration No.: 1130306
OSCR Registration No.: SC043120
Company No.: 6897785
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