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Europe’s current, linear, growth model depends on finite resources, exposing countries to resource volatility, limited gains in productivity, and huge loss of value through waste.


Our 2015 report Growth Within identified that transition to a circular economycircular economyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature. in Europe could add €900 billion to GDP by 2030, increase household income by €3,000 a year, and halve CO2 emissions compared with current levels.

Businesses, governments, cities and academic institutions have begun to explore these opportunities, and are increasingly engaging in circular economy collaboration and innovation.





Today’s wasteful, linear economy is broken. Our research in Europe shows how shifting to a circular economy could bring new opportunities for innovation, growth and resilience.
Dame Ellen MacArthur





What is the EU Doing About the Circular Economy?

Published: 7th October 2019

The European Commission has been working on a collection of policies as part of the European Union's (EU) circular economy package for the best part of four years. But what has that actually involved, and what's next? 

Emmanuelle Maire works at the European Commission in Brussels, in the Directorate general for Environment (DG ENV). She heads the team responsible for Sustainable Production, Products and Consumption, the core activity of which is to support the transition to a circular and green economy in the EU. Her position allows her to share a near unique perspective on the issue.
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	Policy



Tools, methods and insights for government and policy
Use our resources to find out how the right policies can speed up the move to a circular economy.
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	Business



Latest content on business in the circular economy
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	Circular economy explained



Circular economy introduction
A circular economy eliminates waste, circulates products and materials, and regenerates nature. 
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	Circular economy explained



Case studies 
Our curated collection of case studies presents circular economy success stories from around the...
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Case studies in Europe
Examples of circular economy in Europe.




News and updates from
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
Click to subscribe

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
Charity Registration No.: 1130306
OSCR Registration No.: SC043120
Company No.: 6897785
Ellen MacArthur Foundation ANBI RSIN nummer: 8257 45 925
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