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Towards the circular economy Vol. 1: an economic and business rationale for an accelerated transition



Using product case studies and economy-wide analysis, this report details the potential for significant benefits across the EU. It argues that a subset of the EU manufacturing sector could realise net materials cost savings worth up to US 630 billion per annum towards 2025—stimulating economic activity in the areas of product development, remanufacturing, and refurbishment.
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To quote this study, please use the following reference: Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Towards the circular economy Vol. 1: an economic and business rationale for an accelerated transition (2013).
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Towards the circular economy Vol. 2: opportunities for the consumer goods sector
The report focuses on fast-moving consumer goods, which currently account for about 60% of total...
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Towards the circular economy Vol. 3: accelerating the scale-up across global supply chains
Business leaders and governments both acknowledge that continued wealth generation requires a new...
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Intelligent assets: Unlocking the circular economy potential
With up to 50 billion connected devices predicted by 2020, a pervasive digital transformation is...
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Towards a circular economy: Business rationale for an accelerated transition
This 20-page executive summary report sets out the organisation's latest insights and analysis on...
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The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
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