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The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics 



Applying circular economy principles to global plastic packaging flows could transform the plastics economy and drastically reduce negative externalities such as leakage into oceans, according to this new report.


The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics provides, for the first time, a vision of a global economy in which plastics never become waste, and outlines concrete steps towards achieving the systemic shift needed.

The report was produced by the World Economic Forum and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, with analytical support from McKinsey & Company, as part of Project MainStream, a global, multi-industry initiative that aims to accelerate business-driven innovations to help scale the circular economycircular economyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature.. It was financially supported by the MAVA Foundation.
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The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics is available in: English







To quote this study, please use the following reference: World Economic Forum, Ellen MacArthur Foundation and McKinsey & Company, The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics (2016).
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Rethinking the future of plastics: Infographics
Published in January 2016
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Rethinking the future of plastics: Background to key statistics from the report
Published in January 2016
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The New Plastics Economy: Catalysing action
This new research presents three strategies to increase reuse and recycling of plastic packaging to...
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Upstream Innovation: a guide to packaging solutions
The Upstream Innovation guide tells how to harness the power of upstream innovation as a root-cause...
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The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics & catalysing action
This report provides a new way of thinking about plastics as an effective global material flow...
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The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
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