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Growth within: a circular economy vision for a competitive Europe



In a circular economy, growth comes from ‘within’, by increasing the value derived from existing economic structures, products, and materials. This major report quantifies the benefits for Europe – in terms of growth, household income, and environmental outcomes – of adopting a circular development path compared with our current linear one.


Incorporating in-depth analysis of three of Europe’s largest basic needs, mobility, food, and the built environment - the report provides a vision of how the circular economycircular economyA systems solution framework that tackles global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution. It is based on three principles, driven by design: eliminate waste and pollution, circulate products and materials (at their highest value), and regenerate nature. could look, and highlights wide-ranging implications for government and business leaders.

This report was sponsored by SUN (Stiftungsfonds für Umweltökonomie und Nachhaltigkeit) in collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and the McKinsey Center for Business and Environment.
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Growth within: a circular economy vision for a competitive Europe is available in: English







To quote this study, please use the following reference: Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Growth within: A circular economy vision for a competitive Europe (2015).
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Achieving 'growth within'
A new report by SYSTEMIQ, in collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and sponsored by...
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Artificial intelligence and the circular economy
This paper provides an initial exploration of the intersection between two emerging megatrends:...
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Delivering the circular economy: a toolkit for policymakers
This report provides an actionable toolkit for policymakers who wish to embark on a circular...
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Upstream Innovation: a guide to packaging solutions
The Upstream Innovation guide tells how to harness the power of upstream innovation as a root-cause...
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News and updates from
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
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The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. We develop and promote the idea of a circular economy, and work with business, academia, policymakers, and institutions to mobilise systems solutions at scale, globally.
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